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Special feature: Open Access. Legal issues in open access: Licensing, license standardization and compatibility.

Tomoaki WATANABE (Creative Commons Japan; Center for Global Communications, International University
of Japan, Roppongi, 6-15-21 Harks Roppongi Bldg. 2nd floor, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0032 JAPAN), Yuko
NOGUCHI (Creative Commons Japan; National Institute of Informatics; Mori Hamada & Matsumoto)

Abstract: This article discusses legal aspect of open access: copyright licenses in particular. For the purpose of

sharing of academic information and promotion of its use, existing copyright could work as a hurdle, and

license is a tool to overcome its potential burden. However, even copyright licenses could work as a hurdle, if

many, diverse, incompatible licenses are developed and used: therefore, standardization and compatibility of

licenses becomes important. In the area of open access for databases, where the reuse and combinatory use of

multiple works are very important, there is even a position that waving all copyrights is the best approach.
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